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Fig. 5 - Collocation of the nursery of Vespertilio murinus from Verona. On the left: a
wide overview of the maternal roost, located under a square-section rain tube
protected by a masonry wall, with West-South West exposition (June, 28",
2017, photo M. Bottazzo); on the right: young specimens peep from the rain

tube (July, 12, 2017, photo G. Perlato).

- Collocazione della nursery di Vespertilio murinus di Verona. A sinistra: la visione
complessiva del roost, posizionato sotto un tubo di sgrondo delle acque piovane a
sezione quadrata, protetto da una parete in muratura con esposizione a Ovest-Sud
Ovest (28 giugno 2017, foto M. Bottazzo); a destra: esemplari giovanili fanno capolino
dalla fessura tra il muro e il tubo di sgrondo (12 luglio 2017, foto G. Perlato).

Remarks

The discovery of a first nursery and other evidences
indicate that the parti-coloured bat Vespertilio murinus
breeds in North-eastern Italy. Up to now only a single
nursery was found, but the relative frequency of vagrant
females and male roosts could indicate that the presence
of maternal roosts could be under estimated in north-
eastern Italy.

The environment around the only nursery know
so far is a thermophilic hilly place, exposed to West-
North West, in a building located on a north-eastern
hilly quarter of the town of Verona (Castel Montorio),
about 20 meters flyover the valley bottom. The flying
access to the nursery is completely open, with scarce
trees and buildings.

Further studies could clear if in other buildings
of the same zone there are other maternal roosts of
Vespertilio murinus, because the particular accessibility
of the described nursery could be the principal reason
of its discover.

All the other Italian roosting sites of this frigophilous
species, indeed, are located in urban and suburban
environments, all characterized by a wide opening
front in the flying approaching corridor, usually with
very high collocations of the roosts, like as happens
in other parts of the range of the species (RYDELL &
BAAGOE 1994).
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All our data seems to be in agreement with the
hypothesis of a recent range expansion of the species
(DonDINT & VERGARI 2015; LAPINT et al. 2015).

Manuscript received on 15.VIL.2017, accepted on 18.VIL.2017.

Addendum

The last observation of bats in the nursery site of Vespertilio
murinus from Verona date back to August, 1%, 2017. After this
date the maternal roost was abandoned.
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